
 

 

 

Air Quality / Climate Change School Competition 

 

To coincide with the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) 
held in Glasgow in November last year and the launch of the 175th anniversary 
year for the Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE), The Midland Region 

of the IMechE, together with the Centre for Factories of the 
Future (C4FF), organised an air quality / climate change 
competition for secondary schools.   
Pupils were asked to study a highly technical, abridged 16 
page report on air pollution and to answer a series of 
questions.  They were then required to compose a 500 
word essay on “ how you / your family can make changes 
to your lifestyle and/or other 
actions which will result in the 
reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 
Two winning entries were chosen – Anisa Tasnim Begum 
(14) from King Edward VI Five Ways School in 
Birmingham and Miriam Clements (16) from Rugby High 
School. Both pupils win £250 plus a framed certificate 
and their schools also receive £250 to be spent on STEM 
activities. 
Professor Dr Reza Ziarati – Chair, Centre for Factories of the Future and author 
of the technical paper used in the competition said, “We were impressed by the 
quality of these two entries.  It was clear that both girls fully understood the 
problems we are facing today with climate change and air quality and they had 
given very good essays on ideas for tackling the problems.  Clearly they had 
researched into the problem.” 
 
 

The full report: Pollution in the Air – A Local and Global Concern can be found at: 
https://www.marifuture.org/Reports/Development-Papers/ADP_09_2020_MARIFUTURE.pdf 
https://www.marifuture.org/Reports/Development-Papers/ADP_10_2020_MARIFUTURE.pd 
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